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As you can see in the diagram below most of Nebraska is still in a severe

drought. Some might be asking how does drought effect wildlife habitat? One very

visible effect is the haying of Conservation Reserve Program
acres. In severe drought conditions USDA can declare
emergency haying and grazing on the CRP lands effected by
the drought. In July the whole state was declared to be in a
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severe drought which resulted in the state to be eligible for emergency haying and
grazing. This will help aid some local farmers and ranchers provide feed to their
livestock . The emergency haying and grazing will allow landowners the option of
haying up to 50% or grazing at a rate of 75% the normal stocking of their CRP

acres resulting in a 10% CRP payment reduction. The normal option used by

landowners is managed haying and grazing that result
in a 25% CRP payment reduction that could effect
more than 50% of the CRP acres. With this option

there are limits on how many times this practice can

| occur during the CRP contract.

Update about the on
going research project
in the Southwest
Focus Pheasants area.
Click on the below
link.
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The effects of the haying and grazing will reduce the amount of cover
available for roosting and escape cover until next spring unless we get much

needed rainfall soon. It may also impact your favorite Open Fields and Water

(OWF) public hunting site this fall.

The good thing about hayed or grazed CRP acres is they already have
the prep work done for improving their CRP habitat for the future.

CRP lands can be upgraded though activities referred to as Mid-
Contract Management. This will allow landowner to get the most out of the
other treatments such as disking and interseeding, chemical application and

interseeding, or interseeding to improve plant diversity for wildlife.

Other factors that may help wildlife in drought condition is that
farmers may have to plant more small grains in areas that lack the moisture
to grow water dependent crops such as corn and soybeans. This may result

in more winter wheat and milo planted across the state next year.
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PO Box 30370
Lincoln, NE 68503
Tel: 402-471-5413
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E-mail: jake.holt@nebraska.gov

Please visit the Focus on Pheasants
website to learn more:

www.FocusonPheasants.org




