
Nebraska Project WILD 
Annual Report

July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012

In all, a total of 21,006 students, teachers, and general public were reached in person 
through the Project WILD staff between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. 

WORKSHOPS
A total of 70 educator workshops were conducted in FY11-12 reaching a total of 
1,604 educators. 

Project WILD & Aquatic WILD Workshops
A total of 21 Project WILD and Aquatic WILD workshops were conducted reaching a 
total of 454 educators. 

The number of Project WILD & Aquatic WILD workshops was down slightly from the 
previous year (28 workshops, 606 participants in FY10-11). This is due to the fact that 
many early childhood educators and lower elementary educators are now receiving training 
in Growing Up WILD as opposed to Project WILD & Aquatic WILD workshops in which they 
were previously being trained. 

A priority of Project WILD & Aquatic WILD workshops is to not only provide educators 
with the skills to lead the Project WILD activities, but also provide educators with a 
solid background in ecology, population dynamics, and the importance of proper habitat 
management. 

Growing Up WILD
Growing Up WILD workshops continued to grow in FY11-12. 

A total of 40 Growing Up WILD workshops were conducted 
in FY11-12. A total of 807 educators, daycare providers, and 
parents were trained in Growing Up WILD during FY11-12. As 
compared, only 20 workshops (369 participants) were conducted in 
FY10-11.

The Nebraska Project WILD program has been reaching out to 
several under-served groups through the Growing Up WILD 
program. Several workshops were held last year specifically for Head 
Start and Educare educators who serve under privileged children. 

As with Project WILD & Aquatic WILD workshops, participants 
at Growing Up WILD workshops report learning a vast amount of 
ecology and natural science content, as well as how to incorporate 
nature education into their program, while attending a workshop. 

A workshop particpant places her 
“character” from the story on the 
felt board. This lesson, popular with 
many workshop particpants teaches 
about ecology, food webs, habitats, 
and animal behavior.



Flying WILD
Thanks to a grant from the Nebraska Academy of Sciences & 
Nebraska Environmental Trust, the Project BEAK program continued 
to offer educator workshop in FY11-12. 

Two Project BEAK workshops, reaching 18 participants, were 
conducted in FY11-12. All workshop participants were trained in 
Flying WILD as well as general bird ecology, bird watching skills, 
and how to utilize birds and birding into their existing curriculum.  

Other Workshops & Conference Workshops
Occassionally, Project WILD is asked to present a workshop at a conference, but there is 
not enought time to lead a full Growing Up WILD, Project WILD, or Flying WILD workshop. 

For this reason, Nebraska Project WILD has developed a shorter workshop designed to 
teach educators the benefits of spending time outside and why teaching outside is better 
for learning outcomes. These conference workshops are typically 1-2 hours in length and 
provide not only background information, but also 10-15 hands-on activity stations, and a 
take-home packet of 30+ nature and outdoor-related activities with literature connections. 

Additionally, Project WILD occassionally presents other workshops such as Project Learning 
Tree, Power of Pollinators, and PLT’s Environmental Experience for Early Childhood. 
Seven such workshops were conducted in FY11-12 reaching 343 educators. 

CLASSROOM & PROGRAM PRESENTATIONS
The three Project WILD offices (Norfolk, Scottsbluff, and Lincoln) often 
get requests to come to classrooms, after-school programs, daycare 
facilities, and summer programs. The topic of these programs varies 
greatly but could include: birds and birding, Nebraska mammals, 
tracks & scat, owl pellets, or live animals just to name a few.

In total, 11,184 people (children & adults) were reached in FY11-
12 through these presentations. This is up from 7,737 children and 
adults in FY10-11. 

FESTIVALS & EVENTS
Project WILD staff organized or presented at 31 festivals and 
events reaching 3,466 people (2,695 children, 771 adults). 

Festivals, events, and camps included (but are not limited to):
• Rivers & Wildlife Wild Experience Room
• Family Fishing Nights
• Chadron Birding Day
• Fishing For All
• Carp-O-Rama
• Outdoor Skills Camp
•  Head Start Childcare Facility Family Exploration Nights

A Project BEAK workshop 
particpant looks for birds.

Middle school students 
in Fremont look for 
macroinvertebrates. 

A child discovers a River Otter 
at the Ruth Staples early 
childhood family festival. 



NEBRASKA’S OUTDOOR DISCOVERY PROGRAM (EXPO)
Project WILD staff participated in all 4 NGPC EXPO’s – Scottsbluff, Platte River, Kearney, 
and Ponca. A total of 2,241 students and approximately 246 adults were reached by 
Project WILD staff at the Outdoor Discovery Program school days. 

Project WILD conducted 11 stations were throughout the school days at the four EXPOs. 
Stations included Habitracks (tracking animal’s habitat components using hand-held 
GPS units), Fill the Bill (students learn about bird adaptations), Snakes of Nebraska, and 
Wildlife CSI (determining what happened at a “wildlife crime scene” using clues). 

NOTE: Ponca & Kearney public days are not included in these numbers nor the total Project WILD numbers. 

OUTDOOR FAMILY EVENTS TRAILERS (RDR Initiative #7)
Word about the Outdoor families Event Trailers is getting out! The three trailers 
(Scottsbluff, Norfolk, and Lincoln) were checked-out a total of 35 time during FY11-
12 (Scottsbluff - 5, Norfolk - 13, Lincoln - 17). 

A new website has been developed - nebraskaoutdoortrailers.org. The site includes direction 
sheets for all activities, check-out information, and a form to reserve a trailer. 

BIRD BANDING STATIONS
There were two Bird Banding Stations in fall 2011 – one at Wildcat 
Hills Nature Center in Scottsbluff and one at Chadron State Parks 
in Chadron. Participants were taught the importance of birds in the 
ecosystem, how banding birds helps scientists understand birds 
and their migration, and how to actually band birds. A total of 790 
students and teachers were reached through bird banding stations.

TRAIL TALES
In 2011, a total of 32,000 of each of the 4 issues of Trail Tales were sent to all 
Nebraska 4th grade classrooms. Topics covered by the 2011-2012 
issues include: wind energy in Nebraska, mountain lions: myth busted, 
constellations, family fishing, go camping, backyard adventures, Smith 
Falls State Park, Nebraska food webs, and small game hunting. The 
Winter 2011 was a special issue focusing on invasive species. The 
Nebraska Invasive Species Project helped write the articles and fund an 
invasive species poster for each student. These issues were sent in Fall 
2011. 

Work on the 2012-2013 issues of Trail Tales began in late 2011. 
Articles for these issues include Nebraska Scavengers, youth mentored 
hunts, perfect marshmallow roasting, Why I Love My Job: Conservation 
Officer, Amphibian Diseases - Chrytrid Fungus, biking at the state parks, and pelicans. 
The Winter 2012 issue is a special issue focusing on Water in Nebraska. The issue includes 
articles on drinking water, the Ogallala Aquifer, floods & the effects on wildlife, and water 
recreation.  

A student at the Bird Banding 
Station at Wildcat Hills. 



NEBRASKA NATURAL LEGACY PROJECT - EDUCATION TEAM
Numerous education efforts have been implemented for the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project:
Biodiversity Posters
A series of 7 posters is also being developed. Each poster will feature a different group 
of Nebraska species - mammals, reptiles & amphibians, fish, birds, insects, plants, and 
threatened & endangered species. 

Artwork for the posters is contracted and 150 hand-drawings will be 
completed by mid-August 2012. The posters will be done by Fall 2012. 

Two-Day Educator Workshops - Tallgrass Prairie Educator Workshop
As stated below, the NNLP Education Team worked to develop and 
implement a two-day, intensive educator workshop focusing on the 
Tallgrass Prairie Ecoregion. 

Threatened & Endangered Species Pamphlets
Work has begun on revising and updating the Threatened & 
Endangered Species pull-out originally from NEBRASKAland Magazine. 
The original pull-outs are now more than 20 years old and outdated. 
A total of 16 pullouts are being created covering 18 threatened & 
endangered species. The new pamphlets are being written for the general public and will 
include both natural history of the species and numerous images. 

Threatened & Endangered Educator Packets
Work is currently being done to create two educator packets focused on Nebraska T&E 
species. The packets - one for K-4 grade teachers, and one for 5-8 grade teachers - will 
contain classroom activities, a poster, and a copy of the T & E pamphlets. 

Threatened & Endangered Species Trunks
Three T & E Species Trunks are currently being developed and should be completed by 
mid-September 2012. The trunks, modeled after the Project WILD Wildlife Education 
Trunks, will contain children’s literature books, mounted plants, stuffed animals, posters, 
field guides, and numerous classroom activities. 

BUL Education Efforts
Work to help BUL Coordinating Wildlife Biologist to incorporate wildlife education into their 
region has continued. Through the NNLP Education Team, biologists have received supplies 
and resources. Additionally, a brochure about Wildcat Hills BUL public 
use areas was developed to encourage the public to utilize these areas 
and learn about the unique landscape was developed. 

Power of Pollinators Workshop
In an effort to teach educators about Nebraska’s pollinator species 
and the role they play in all ecoregions, two, one-day workshops 
were planned (June 2012 & August 2012). The workshop focused on 
teaching about pollinators and pollination, classroom activities to help 
incorporate pollinators into a classroom curriculum, and planning and 
planting for pollinators. Workshop participants built two different bee 
homes and spent time drawing their school grounds and planning new 
ideas into the area to foster pollinators. 

Power of Pollinators 
Educator Workshop

Tuesday, June 26, 2012
9am - 3pm

Spring Creek Prairie 
Audubon Center

Denton, Nebraska

To register, contact: 
lindsay.rogers@nebraska.gov

Workshop is limited to 25 
participants... register today! 

Hummingbirds, bats, bees, beetles, butterflies, and flies...  these 
hard-working animals help pollinate over 75% of our flowering 
plants, and nearly 75% of our crops. Often we don’t notice as 
they help pollinate. Yet without them, wildlife would have 
less food, and we would miss many fruits, vegetables, and 
nuts…all of which depend on pollinators.

Join the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project Education Team 
as we investigate Nebraska’s native pollinators and the resources they provide. 

Participants will receive:
• Hands-on experience learning about Nebraska’s pollinators
• Ways to incorporate pollinators & planting for pollinators into classroom curriculum while
   meeting state education standards
• Numerous resources including curriculum guides, field investigation tools, posters, and books. 
• Lunch, , snacks, and refreshments. 

 N E B R A S K A

Workshop particpants 
learned about pollinator 
ecology and polliniator-
friendly practices. 

A Tallgrass Prairie Educator 
Workshop particpant learn 
about the plant adaptations 
specific to prairies. 



LEGACY IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION DISCOVERY (LEED)
For the second year in a row, a two-day intensive educator workshop 
was held to expose Nebraska educators with Nebraska’s natural history, 
ecosystems, and biodiversity. The workshop, held June 5-6, 2012 at 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon center focued on the tallgrass prairie 
ecosystem. Experts in plants, reptiles & amphibians, birds, insects, 
and fire ecology, and native cultures on the prairie were utilized to give 
educators a solid background in tallgrass prairie ecology. 

All participants were trained in Project WILD and received numerous 
resources including: The Wildflowers of Nebraska, Birds of Nebraska, 
Reptiles and Amphibians of Nebraska, literature books focusing on 
prairies, Sand County Almanac, and Last Child in the Woods. 

The plan is to implement a two-day intensive educator workshop in a different ecosystem 
annually. Planning for a 2013 workshop in the Sandhills is currently underway. 

BRIDGE TO BIRDING
The Nebraska Bird Partnership Education Team received a Nebraska Bird Partnership 
Capacity Building Grant to create binocular kits. Leveraging grant funds with U.S. Forest 
Service funds and local funders, a total of 12 binocular kits have been developed. Each 
kit contains 20 pairs of 8x21 binoculars, 15 Birds of Nebraska field guides, a Flying WILD 
Curriculum & Activity Guide, and a binder of Nebraska-specific birding information. 

Kits locations are:
Lincoln Omaha Norfolk Beatrice Grand Island Funk  North Platte  
Valentine Scottsbluff Chadron Nebraska City

In addition to developing 12 kits, the Bridge to Birding program also is providing for two 
educator workshops - Chadron in July 2012 and Gretna in August 2012. These workshops 
will highlight the kits, show teachers how to teach students to go birding, how to collect 
birding data with students, and how to use the data collected for classroom lessons. 

WILDLIFE EDUCATION TRUNKS
Nebraska Project WILD continues to offer Wildlife Education Trunks. Three trunks are 
available for checkout:
Mammals of Nebraska
The Mammal Trunk offers educators a variety of hands-on, inquiry based learning activities 
including curriculum guides, field guides, posters, student books, videos, furs, skulls, and 
tracks. 

Birds of Nebraska 
The bird trunk includes birding by ear CDs, an Identiflyer, field guides, student books, 
posters, bird bingo, and a variety of other hands-on bird activities. Students can even 
examine owl pellets, skulls, wings, feet, and feathers of birds found throughout Nebraska. 

Nebraska Prairies
The Nebraska Prairies trunk helps educators focus on Nebraska’s main ecosystem - 
Prairies. The trunk includes literature books, puppets, felt story board, skulls and pelts, 
and lesson plans. 

While studying insects of the 
prairie, workshop participants 
find a Regal Frittilary. 



GREAT PARKS PURSUIT
Project WILD, working with the Great Parks Pursuit committee, developed five new educational 
activities. The activities, located on the GPP website, help GPP teams add to their park visit.

BOARDS & COMMITTEES
• Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environment Education, Board of Directors


